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XVI. A Letter from John Zephaniah Hoi- 
wel, Efq\ F. R. S. to John Campbel, 
Efq\ F. R. S. giving an Account of a 
fiew Species of Oak 


Exeter, Feb. 24, 177a. 

S I R, 

®.«ad Apr* 1 b T N my curious rambles through the 
» 77 2 * environs of this city, I have been 

tempted to vifit the nurfery of Mr. William Lucombe, 
of St. Thomas, on the report of a very extraordinary 
and new fpecies of oak, firit difcovered and propa¬ 
gated by that ingenious gardenerj and as this plant 
appears to me capable of proving an ineftimable ac- 
quifition to this kingdom, I cannQt refill the defire 
1 feel of communicating to you fome particulars re¬ 
lative to its hiftory and character, taken partly from 
Mr. Lucombe’s account of it, and my own obferva- 
tions. This, 1 know, mult be moft acceptable to 
you, who are fo laborioufly and laudably employed 
in elucidating the various improvements and ad¬ 
vantages your country is capable of. 

About feven years paft, Mr. Lucombe fowed a 
parcel of acorns, faved from a tree of his own 
growth, of the iron or wainfcot fpecies j when they 
•came up, he obferved one amongft them that kept 
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his leaves throughout the winter} (truck with th& 
phenomenon, he cheri/hed, and paid particular at¬ 
tention to it, and propagated, by grafting, fome 
thoufands from it, which I had the pleafure of feeing, 
eight days ago, in high flourifhing beauty and ver¬ 
dure, notwithftanding the feverity of the winter. 
Its growth is ftraight, and handfome as a fir, its 
leaves ever-green, and the wood is thought, by the 
bed judges, in hardnefs and ftrength to exceed all 
other oak. He makes but one (hoot in the year* 
viz. in May, and continues growing without inter¬ 
ruption j whereas other oaks (hoot twice, namely, 
in May and Auguft} but the peculiar and eftimable 
part of its character is, the amazing quicknefs of its 
growth, which I imagine may be attributed (in (bme 
degree at lead) to its making but one (hoot in the 
year j for I believe all trees that (hoot twice, are, for 
fome time, at a (land before they make the fecond. 

I had the curiofity to take the dimenfions of the pa¬ 
rent tree (feven years old), and fome of the grafts; 
the firfl meafured 21 feet high, and full 20 inches 
in the girt j a graft of four years old r 6 feet high, 
and full 14 inches in the girt j the firft he grafted is 
fix years old, and has out-(hot his parent 2 feet in 
heighth. The parent tree feems to promife his acorns 
(oon, as he bloflbms, and forms his foot-ftalk ftrong, 
and the cup upon the foot-ftalk with the appearance 
of the acorn, which, with a little more age, will 
fwell to perfedlion. This oak is diftinguiftied, in 
this county, by the title of The Lucombe Oak; his 
(hoots, in general, are from 4 to 5 feet every year, 
fo that he will, in the (pace of thirty or forty years, 
out-grow in altitude and girt the common oak at a 
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hundred. In two or three days I will forward to 
you, in a parcel, a branch, which I cut off from 
the original tree, and another from the graft of 
four years old, alfo a dead branch of the iron or 
wainfcot oak, juft to fhew that, from the fknilarity 
of the leaves, it is a defcendant from that fpecies, 
although differing from it in every other particular. I 
fend you alfo, by the Exeter ftage, a fpecimen of the 
wood. I have a walking-pole full 5 feet long, a fide 
fhoot from one of the grafts, only one year and half 
old. Several gentlemen round this neighbourhood, 
and in the adjoining counties of Cornwall and Somer- 
fet, have planted them, and they are found to flourifh 
in all foils. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend, and 

moft obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. Hoi well. 


XVII. An 



